
Search for Leaven
Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of 
the universe, who sanctified us with Your 
commandments and commanded us
regarding the elimination of leaven.

Let any fermentation or leaven in
my possession that I have not
noticed and have not eliminated
be nullified and become as the
dust of the earth.

Elimination of Leaven
Let any fermentation or leaven in my
possession, whether or not I have noticed
it and whether or not I have eliminated it,
be nullified and become as the dust of
the earth.

ְּבִדיַקת ָחֵמץ
ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  ינו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

נּו ַעל נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּוֽ ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֽ
ִּבעּור ָחֵמץ.

ָּכל ֲחִמיָרא ַוֲחִמיָעא ְּדִאָּכא ִבְרׁשּוִתי 
ְּדָלא ֲחִמֵּתּה ּוְדָלא ִבַעְרֵּתּה ּוְדָלא 

ְעָנא ֵלּה ִלָּבֵטל ְוֶלֱהֵוי ֶהְפֵקר ְיַדֽ
ְּכַעְפָרא ְדַאְרָעא.

ִּבעּור ָחֵמץ
ָּכל ֲחִמיָרא ַוֲחִמיָעא ְּדִאָּכא ִבְרׁשּוִתי 
ַּדֲחִזֵּתּה ּוְּדָלא ֲחִזֵּתּה, ַּדֲחִמֵּתּה ּוְּדָלא 

ֲחִמֵּתּה, ְּדִבַעְרֵּתּה ּוְדָלא ִבַעְרֵּתּה, 
ִלָּבֵטל ְוֶלֱהֵוי ֶהְפֵקר ְּכַעְפָרא ְדַאְרָעא.

ֵערּוב ַּתְבִׁשיִלין
ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר  ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו, ְוִצָּוֽנּו ַעל ִמְצַות ֵערּוב. ִקְּדָׁשֽ

ָנא ַלֲאפּוֵיי  ַּבֲהֵדין ֵערּוָבא ְיֵהא ָׁשֵרא ָלֽ
ּוְלַבּׁשּוֵלי ּוְלַאְטמּוֵני ּוְלַאְדלּוֵקי ְׁשָרָגא 
ּוְלַתָּקָנא ּוְלֶמְעַּבד ָּכל ָצְרָכָנא, ִמּיֹוָמא

נּו ּוְלָכל ִיְׂשָרֵאל  א ]ָלֽ ָטָבא ְלַׁשַּבָּתִ
ַהָּדִרים ָּבִעיר ַהֹּזאת[.

Mingling of Foods
Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of 
the universe, who has sanctified us with 
your commandments and commanded us 
regarding the commandment of “mingling.”

By means of this “mingling,” let it be 
permissible for us to bake, cook, insulate 
hot foods, transfer fire, and tend to all our 
needs during the festival for the Sabbath—
for us and for all who reside in this city.

Preparing for Passover
The evening before Passover, the family takes a candle and 
searches for any leftover leaven in the house. And because 
the house is already clean, a few crumbs of bread are put 

for them to find. 

The crumbs are burned the following morning 
and a prayer is said that asks that if there is any 

leaven left in the house, it should not count.

Charoset
(Apple, Wine, and Nuts)

Charoset comes from the 
Hebrew word for clay (cheres) 
and symbolizes the mortar to 
build Pharaoh’s cities and can 
also be viewed as the mortar 
to build up the Land of Israel.

Baytzah(Egg)
Traditionally meant to 

mourn the destruction of 
the Temple, it can also be 
seen as the rebuilding of 
our ancestral homeland.

Zroah (Shankbone)
The paschal lamb 

sacrifice Jews made 
the night before exiting 
Egypt also symbolizes 

G-d's outstretched arm 
(zroah) of redemption.

Chazeret (Horseradish)
Horseradish represents not only the bitter 

harshness we experienced as slaves in
Egypt but our strength to

overcome adversity.

Maror (Bitter Herbs)
Represents the ongoing 
bitterness of repeated 
suffering, persecution, 

expulsion, and genocide.

Karpas (Vegetable)
This fresh, raw, green 

vegetable symbolizing spring 
is dipped into salt water, 
signifying tears of sorrow. 
The same salt water can 

also be a symbol for tears of 
happiness for our liberation.

The Seder Plate of the Jewish People
The items on the Seder plate represent the different elements of our story on 
the path to our liberation. The fact that everyone is sitting together to share 
in the commemoration of Passover is testimony to the survival of the Jewish 

people despite the many challenges we faced throughout history.
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ַמִגיד
Maggid

Discussing the Exodus
and Remembering Our

People's Journey

ָהא ַלְחָמא ַעְנָיא ִדי ֲאָכלּו ַאְבָהָתָנא 
ְבַאְרָעא ְדִמְצָרִים. ָכׇל ִדְכִפין ֵייֵתי 

ְוֵיֻכל. כׇל ִדְצִריְך ֵייֵתי ְוִיְפַסח. ָהַשָתא 
ָהָכא. ְלָשָנה ַהָבָאה ְבַאְרָעא 

ְדִיְשָרֵאל. ָהַשָתא ַעְבֵדי. ְלָשָנה 
ַהָבָאה ְבֵני חֹוִרין׃

This is the bread of poverty that our 
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Let all 
who are hungry come and eat! Let all who 
are needy come and celebrate Passover with 
us! Now, we are here; next year, may we be 
in the Land of Israel. Now, we are slaves; 
next year, may we be free.

Ha Lachma Anya
Uncover the remaining two-and-a-half matzot, lift the Seder plate, and recite:

Zionism: Freedom and Rebirth
Zion is an age-old name for Jerusalem and the Land of Israel. 
Zionism is the national liberation movement of the Jewish people 
who sought to restore their freedom and independence in their 
ancestral homeland.

Theodor Herzl founded the modern Zionist movement in 1897, 
but the dream of restoration and return had always been at the 
core of Judaism and Jewish identity. Jews always returned when 
they could and once again became–and remained–the majority in 
Jerusalem in the mid-1800s.1

1 Sir Martin Gilbert, “Jerusalem: A Tale of One City,” The New Republic, Nov. 14, 1994,
www.mefacts.com/cache/html/wall-ruling_/11362.htm; Dore Gold, The Fight for Jerusalem, p. 120

ַמה ִנְשַתָנה ַהַלְיָלה ַהֶזה
ִמָכׇל־ַהֵלילֹות?

ֶשְבָכׇל־ַהֵלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ָחֵמץ 
ּוַמָצה. ַהַלְיָלה ַהֶזה ֻכלֹו ַמָצה.

ֶשְבָכׇל־ַהֵלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ְשָאר 
ְיָרקֹות ַהַלְיָלה ַהֶזה ָמרֹור.

ֶשְבָכׇל־ַהֵלילֹות ֵאין ָאנּו ַמְטִביִלין
ֲאִפילּו ַפַעם ֶאָחת. ַהַלְיָלה ַהֶזה

ְשֵתי ְפָעִמים.

ֶשְבָכׇל־ַהֵלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ֵבין יֹוְשִבין 
ּוֵבין ְמֻסִבין. ַהַלְיָלה ַהֶזה ֻכָלנּו ְמֻסִבין.

How is this night
different from all
other nights?

On all other nights,
we eat both leavened
bread and matzah.
On this night, we
eat only matzah.

On all other nights,
we eat all kinds of herbs.
On this night, we eat bitter herbs.

On all other nights, we do not dip our food 
even once. On this night, we dip twice.

On all other nights, we eat either
sitting or reclining. On this night,
we all recline.

 Mah Nishtana
ַמה ִנְשַתָנה

The youngest person present,
who is able, recites:

Mah nish-ta-na ha-lai-lah ha-zeh mikol ha-lei-lot?
Sheb'chol ha-lei-lot anu och'lin cha-meitz u-matzah.
Ha-lai-lah hazeh kulo matzah.

Sheb'chol ha-lei-lot anu och'lin sh'ar y'rakot.
Ha-lai-lah hazeh maror.

Sheb'chol ha-lei-lot ein anu mat-beelin afee-lu pa-am echat.
Ha-lai-lah hazeh sh'tei p'ameem.

Sheb'chol ha-lei-lot anu och-leen bein yo-shveen u-vein m’su-been.
Ha-lai-lah hazeh kulanu m’su-been.
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Passover is known by a variety of names, one of which is Z’man 
Heruteynu, the Festival of Freedom. The Book of Exodus 
tells of the beginnings of the Jewish people, who overcame 
oppression, with the help of G-d, and sought to be a free 
people in their own country, the Land of Israel. 

Ancient Israel
In ancient times, our people exercised independence under a 
series of judges and then kings. The first king was Saul in the 
late 11th century BCE. David followed and made Jerusalem 
the capital of ancient Israel. His son, Solomon, built the First 
Temple in Jerusalem. After Solomon, the kingdom split in 931 
BCE into the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and 
Judea, respectively. Each was ruled by a succession of kings.

Jews in Exile
When the Assyrian Empire invaded the northern kingdom in 740 BCE, the ten northern 
tribes of Israel were forced into exile, where they assimilated and were lost to the Jewish 
people. The southern Kingdom of Judea continued to flourish until 586 BCE when 
the Babylonian Empire invaded, destroyed Solomon’s Temple, and took the Jews into 
captivity. There, an exile wrote,

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. …If I 
forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [wither], may my tongue cling to 
my palate, if I do not remember you, if I do not raise Jerusalem to my highest joy” 
(Psalm 137). 

A 2,700-year-old artifact 
containing ancient Hebrew 
lettering. In Israel today the 
same language, Hebrew, is 
spoken. 

David, King of Israel, battles
the Philistines, arch enemies
of the Israelites.

Jews Return
This time, however, we did not assimilate and disappear into 
history. With the fall of Babylon to the Persians, we returned in 
539 BCE, rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, and reestablished an 
independent Jewish homeland. Sovereignty was again lost in
332 BCE when Alexander the Great invaded and made Judea part 
of his Hellenistic empire. Then, in 167 BCE, the Jews rose up and 
defeated the Syrian-Greek Seleucid Empire. We remember this 
victory as the holiday of Hanukkah. 

The Roman Occupation
In 63 BCE, Roman general Pompey the Great laid siege to 
Jerusalem and the temple until the Jews surrendered. 
Judea became a territory of Rome. Over time the Roman 
occupation grew more oppressive, and 130 years later, in
67 CE, the Jews rebelled in what historians call the Great 
Jewish Revolt. The might of the Roman Empire’s armies 
proved to be too great, however: they destroyed the temple, 
burned Jerusalem to the ground, killed scores of thousands of 
Jews, and enslaved a hundred thousand more. To commemorate 
this victory over the Jews, Emperor Vespasian ordered the 
minting of coins with the Latin words “Iudea Capta”
(or Judea is captured). 

538–515 BCE 
Jews return and rebuild the Second
Temple following the Persian defeat of
the Babylonians. Pictured is the Second 
Temple as enlarged by King Herod in
the first century BCE.

After The Exodus From Egypt:
The Struggle for Freedom in Israel 
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Assyrian Siege
of the northern 

Kingdom of Israel.
722 BCE

2

Destruction of the First 
Temple by the Babylonians.

586 BCE

3

Failed genocidal edict
against the Jews by 
the Persian Empire, 

commemorated
annually on the

holiday of Purim.
460 BCE

4

Greeks wage war against the Jews.
Miracle of Hanukkah.

166 BCE

5

Crusaders plunder Jerusalem, 
massacring Jews along the way.

1099 CE

In Every
Generation, 

Our Enemies 
Rise Up To
Destroy Us. 

Continued on page 32

Slavery of the Jews in Egypt.
1650–1440 BCE

1

Destruction of Second Temple
by the Romans.

70 CE

6

Muslim forces conquer Israel. 
Jews live as second-class citizens.

637–1095 CE

7

8

Our homeland was conquered 
by a series of aggressive foreign 

empires. While some of our 
people stayed in the land, most 

scattered across Europe and 
the Middle East. Although 
we flourished at times, for 
1,900 years we lived as an 

oppressed minority, suffering 
persecution, expulsion, and 

ultimately genocide.
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The Oppression Of
African Americans And Jews: 

Shared Experiences
Since the time of slavery, African Americans saw similarities between their situation 
in the South and that of the Jewish people in Egypt. They saw in the Jewish liberation 
from slavery a hope for their freedom and deliverance. 

Rev. Yolanda Y. Smith, an ordained Baptist minister and a research scholar in 
Christian education at Yale Divinity School, is the author of Reclaiming the Spirituals: 
New Possibilities for African American Christian Education and has written on how 
the Book of Exodus held a special meaning to enslaved African Americans:

“Identifying closely with the children of Israel and the Exodus story, the [African-
American] slaves embraced a vision of G-d as the deliverer of the oppressed. …
The slaves believed and affirmed in song that they were valued in the eyes of G-d 
and that one day they too would experience deliverance from their bondage. 
This understanding of the Bible sparked a sense of self-worth within the enslaved 
community and inspired their resistance to bondage and efforts toward freedom.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., in his last speech on April 3, 1968–the night before his 
assassination–in Memphis, Tennessee, invoked the image of Moses, the leader of the 
freed Hebrew slaves:

“I just want to do G-d’s will. And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve 
looked over. And I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I 
want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land. So I’m 
happy, tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes 
have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

This is a direct reference to D’varim (Deuteronomy) 34:1-4.

Historian Howard Sachar wrote, “Nowhere did Jews identify themselves more 
forthrightly with the liberal avant-garde than in the civil rights movement of the 
1960s.” American Jews:

“were the earliest supporters of the fledgling National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. In 1914, Joel Spingarn became chairman of the 
NAACP and recruited for its board such Jewish leaders as Jacob Schiff, Jacob Billikopf, 
and Rabbi Stephen Wise. Jews were also the earliest supporters of the Urban League 
who helped newly arrived black migrants from the rural South. The International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union and the Amalgamated Clothing Workers took the 

lead in organizing ‘our black brothers’ for union membership. In the climactic civil 
rights drives of the 1950s and 1960s, Jewish participation was overwhelming.”

Jewish participation in the civil rights movement far transcended institutional 
associations. One black leader in Mississippi estimated that, in the 1960s, the critical 
decade of the voter registration drives, “as many as 90 percent of the civil rights 
lawyers in Mississippi were Jewish.”

Jews similarly made up at least 30 percent of the white volunteers who rode freedom 
buses to the South, registered blacks, and picketed segregated establishments. 
Among them were several dozen rabbis who marched among the demonstrators 
in Selma and Birmingham. A number were 
arrested. One of the demonstrating rabbis, 
Arthur Lelyveld, was severely beaten in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and Dr. Edward 
Sachar volunteered his medical services to 
the freedom marchers and nearly lost his life 
as his automobile was forced off a Mississippi 
back road.

Two young New Yorkers, Michael Schwerner 
and Andrew Goodman, served in 1964 as 
voting-registration volunteers in Meridian, 
Mississippi. One of their coworkers was a 
young black Mississippian, James Chaney. 
Together they were murdered by Klansmen, 
their bodies dumped in a secret grave. 
As much as any single factor, it was the 
nationwide attention given the discovery of 
their corpses that accelerated passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Jews had long since achieved their own political and 
economic breakthrough. Rarely had any community gone to such lengths to share its 
painfully achieved status with others. 

Jews have since become an empowered community in Israel, the United States, and 
elsewhere. And yet, our history of suffering and overcoming oppression continues to 
inspire many of us to work with other communities that are experiencing struggles 
of their own.

“The whole world must see that Israel must exist and has the right 
to exist, and is one of the great outposts of democracy in the world.”
–Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel marching for civil 
rights with Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“And with an outstretched arm”: 
This refers to the sword, as scripture 
relates: When G-d was about to send 
a plague against Jerusalem, an angel 
stood between earth and heaven, “and 
his sword was unsheathed in his hand, 
stretched out against Jerusalem.”

ּוִבְזרַֹע ְנטּוָיה זּו ַהֶחֶרב. ְכָמה 
ֶשֶנֱאַמר ְוַחְרבֹו ְשלּוָפה ְבָידֹו

ְנטּוָיה ַעל־ירּוָשָלִים.

“With great fearsomeness”: This 
refers to the revelation of the divine 
presence, as scripture relates: “Has 
any god endeavored to take a nation 
for himself from within the midst of 
another nation, with trials, with signs 
and wonders, with war, with a strong 
hand and an outstretched arm, and 
with displays of great fearsomeness, 
like all that Hashem, your G-d, did for 
you in Egypt before your eyes?”

“And with signs”: This refers to Moses’ 
staff, as scripture relates: G-d said to 
Moses, “Take this staff, with which you 
shall perform the signs.”

“And with wonders”: This refers to the 
plague of blood, as scripture relates: 
“I will put wonders in the heavens and 
the earth:

Another interpretation: “With a 
strong hand”: Two plagues. “And with 
an outstretched arm”: Two plagues. 
“And with great fearsomeness”: Two 
plagues. “And with signs”: Two plagues. 
“And with wonders”: Two plagues.

Blood and fire and pillars
of smoke.”

ּוְבמָֹרא ָגדֹל זּו ִגּלּוי ְשִכיָנה. ְכָמה 
ֶשֶנֱאַמר אֹו ֲהִנָסה ֱאֹלִהים ָלבֹוא 
ָלַקַחת לֹו גֹוי ִמֶקֶרב גֹוי ְבַמֹסת 

ְבֹאֹתת ּוְבמֹוְפִתים ּוְבִמְלָחָמה ּוְבָיד 
ֲחָזָקה ּוִבְזרֹוַע ְנטּוָיה ּוְבמֹוָרִאים 

ְגדִֹלים ְכֹכל ֲאֶשר־ָעָשה ָלֶכם ְיהָוה 
ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם ְבִמְצַרִים ְלֵעיֶנֽיָך.

ּוְבֹאתֹות. ֶזה ַהַמֶטה. ְכָמה ֶשֶנֱאַמר 
ְוֶאת־ַהַמֶטה ַהֶזה ִתַקח ְבָיֶדָך ֲאֶשר 

ת. ַתֲעֶשה־בֹו ֶאת־ָהֹאֹתֽ

ים ֶזה ַהָדם. ְכָמה ֶשֶנֱאַמר ּוְבמְֹפִתֽ
ְוָנַֽתִתי ֽמֹוְפִתים ַבָשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ:

ָדָבר ַאֵחר. ְבָיד ֲחָזָקה ְשַתִים. ּוִבְזרַֺע 
ְנטּוָיה ְשַתִים. ּוְבמָֹרא ָגדֹל ְשַתִים. 
ּוְבֹאתֹות ְשַתִים. ּוְבמְֹפִתים ְשַתִים׃

ן. יְמרֹות ָעָשֽ ָדם ָוֵאש ְוִתֽ

These are the
10 plagues
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, brought against
the Egyptians in Egypt, and they are as follows:

Blood • Frogs • Lice • Wild beasts • Disease of livestock
Boils • Hail • Locusts • Darkness • Death of the firstborn

ֵאּלּו ֶעֶשר ַמכֹות 
ֶשֵהִביא ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא ַעל 

ַהִמְצִרִים ְבִמְצַרִים׃ ְוֵאּלּו ֵהן:

ָדם • ְצַפְרֵדַע • ִכִנים • ָערֹוב • ֶדֶבר • ְשִחין • ָבָרד
 ַאְרֶבה • ֹחֶשְך • ַמַכת ְבכֹורֹות׃

We remove one drop of wine, by dipping our finger into the cup,
for each of the Ten Plagues, to remember the suffering of the Egyptians. 

Dahm, V'aish, V'tim-rot a-shan
Dahm • Tze-far-day-ah • Ki-nim • Ah-rov • Deh-ver • Sh'cheen 

Bah-rad • Ar-beh • Cho-shech • Ma-kat Be-cho-rot.
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ַכָמה ַמֲעלֹות טֹובֹות ַלָמקֹום ָעֵלינּו.

ִאּלּו הֹוִציָאנּו ִמִמְצַרִים
ְולֹא ָעָשה ָבֶהם ְשָפִטים

ַדֵינּו׃

ִאּלּו ָעָשה ָבֶהם ְשָפִטים.
ְולֹא ָעָשה ֵבאֹלֵהיֶהם

ַדֵינּו׃

ִאּלּו ָעָשה ֵבאֹלֵהיֶהם
ְולֹא ָהַרג ְבכֹוֵריֶהם

ַדֵינּו׃

ִאּלּו ָהַרג ְבכֹוֵריֶהם
ְולֹא ָנָתן ָלנּו ֶאת ָממֹוָנם

ַדֵינּו׃
ִאּלּו ָנָתן ָלנּו ֶאת ָממֹוָנם.

ְולֹא ָקַרע ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָים
ַדֵינּו׃

ִאּלּו ָקַרע ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָים
ְולֹא ֶהֱעִביָרנּו ְבתֹוכֹו ֶבָחָרָבה

ַדֵינּו׃

Look how many good deeds 
G-d, who is everywhere, has 
done for us!

If He had brought us out of 
Egypt but had not executed 
judgments against the Egyptians, 
It would have been enough for us!

If He had executed judgments 
against the Egyptians but had 
not acted against their gods, 
It would have been enough for us!

If He had acted against their gods, 
but had not killed their firstborn,
It would have been enough for us!

If He had killed their firstborn, but 
had not given us their wealth,
It would have been enough for us!

If He had given us their wealth, but 
had not split the sea for us,
It would have been
enough for us!

If He had split the sea for us,
but had not brought us through
it on dry land,
It would have been
enough for us!

Dayenuַדֵינּו

ִאּלּו ֶהֱעִביָרנּו ְבתֹוכֹו ֶבָחָרָבה
ְולֹא ִשָקע ָצֵרינּו ְבתֹוכֹו

ַדֵינּו׃

If He had brought us through it 
on dry land, but had not drowned 
our oppressors within it, It would 
have been enough for us!

If He had drowned our oppressors 
within it, but had not satisfied 
our needs in the wilderness for 
forty years, It would have been 
enough for us!

ִאּלּו ִשָקע ָצֵרינּו ְבתֹוכֹו ְולֹא ִסֵפק 
ָצְׇרֵכנּו ַבִמְדָבר ַאְרָבִעים ָשָנה

ַדֵינּו׃

If He had satisfied our needs in 
the wilderness for forty years, 
but had not fed us the manna, It 
would have been enough for us!

ִאּלּו ִסֵפק ָצְׇרֵכנּו ַבִמְדָבר ַאְרָבִעים 
ָשָנה ְולֹא ֶהֱאִכיָלנּו ֶאת ַהָמן

ַדֵינּו׃

See transliteration on pages 46 and 47.
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ְבָכׇל ּדֹור ָודֹור ַחָיב ָאָדם ִלְראֹות 
ֶאת ַעְצמֹו ְכִאּלּו הּוא ָיָצא 

ִמִמְצַרִים.ֶשֶנֱאַמר ְוִהַגְדָת ְלִבְנָך 
ַביֹום ַההּוא ֵלאמֹר ַבֲעבּור ֶזה 

ִים  ָעָשה ְיהָוה ִלי ְבֵצאִתי ִמִמְצָרֽ
לֹא ֶאת ֲאבֹוֵתינּו ִבְלַבד ָגַאל 

ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא. ֶאָּלא ַאף 
אֹוָתנּו ָגַאל ִעָמֶהם. ֶשֶנֱאַמר 
ְואֹוָתנּו הֹוִציא ִמָשם ְלַמַען 

ָהִביא ֹאָתנּו ָלֶתת ָלנּו ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ 
ינּו. ֲאֶשר ִנְשַבע ַלֲאֹבֵתֽ

ְלִפיָכְך ֲאַנְחנּו ַחָיִבים ְלהֹודֹות ְלַהֵּלל 
ְלַשֵבַח ְלָפֵאר ְלרֹוֵמם ְלַהֵּדר ְלָבֵרְך 

ְלַעֵּלה ּוְלַקֵּלס ְלִמי ֶשָעָשה ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו 
ְוָלנּו ֶאת ָכׇל ַהִנִסים ָהֵאֶּלה הֹוִציָאנּו 

ֵמַעְבדּות ְלֵחרּות. ִמָיגֹון ְלִשְמָחה. 
ֵמֵאֶבל ְליֹום טֹוב. ּוֵמֲאֵפָלה ְלאֹור 
ָגדֹול. ּוִמִשְעבּוד ִלְגֻאָּלה. ְוֹנאַמר 

ְלָפָניו, ַהֲללּוָיּה!

In every generation one must view 
themselves as though he/she had 
personally left Egypt, as scripture 
instructs: “And you shall say to your 
child on that day, ‘This is because 
of what Hashem did for me when 
I left Egypt.’” It was not only our 
ancestors that the Holy One, Blessed 
Be He, redeemed. Rather, even we were 
redeemed with them, as scripture says: 
“And he brought us out of there in order 
to bring us to and give us the land that 
he promised to our ancestors.”

Therefore, we are obligated to thank, 
praise, extol, honor, exalt, glorify, 
bless, laud, and worship the One who 
performed all these miracles for our 
ancestors and for us. He brought 
us out of slavery to freedom, from 
anguish to joy, from mourning to 
festivity, from darkness to great light, 
and from subjugation to redemption. 
We shall therefore sing before Him, 
Halleluyah!

We have no oil, no water, but look at 
what Israel has accomplished. If this 
would have happened in the time of 
the Bible, it would have been included 
as one of the great miracles. 

–Shimon Peres, 
Former Israeli Prime Minister

Jews are one of the few ancient peoples who have
survived into modern times. Judaism is among the

world’s oldest living religions.

Jewish civilization was already over 1,000 years old when the Romans conquered Judea, 
but the Jews safeguarded their unique heritage for the next two millennia. No matter how 
far they wandered, how much they adapted to their host societies, or how much they 
were persecuted, Jews maintained their identity.

The Jews, who emerged as a people over 3,500 years ago, created the religion of 
Judaism, and its sacred books have bound them together for millennia. Whether 
they are religious or secular, Jews are connected by the ethics and values that 
Judaism teaches. Parents have passed the tradition to their children, who passed it on 
to their own children, and so it has continued for thousands of years. 

Jewish life centers around home and family. Jewish tradition sanctifies family 
relationships. Parents’ devotion and sense of responsibility for passing on Jewish identity 
have bound generations to the past while linking them to the future.

Jews have always identified with Zion, the Jewish homeland. It is at the core of Jewish 
history, religious texts, and identity. Many consider title to the land to be at the heart 
of the promise between G-d and the Jewish people in the Torah, which dates back 
thousands of years. The Hebrew language, the Torah, the laws in the Talmud, the 
Jewish calendar, and Jewish holidays and festivals all originated in ancient Israel 
and revolve around its seasons, way of life, and history. Zion and Jerusalem are 
mentioned 809 times in the Hebrew Bible. When Israel was reestablished in 1948, 
Jews everywhere came to embrace Israel and once again recognize it as the center of 
Jewish life and continuity.

Jews Connecting Through The Centuries

Sixth-century mosaic 
depicting King David 
playing the lyre,  
found in the ancient 
synagogue of Gaza.  
—Israel Museum Jewish family celebrates a traditional Sabbath meal.
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ֶלְך  ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ
נּו ְבִמְצֺוָתיו  ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשֽ

ִים׃ נּו ַעל־ְנִטיַלת ָיָדֽ ְוִצָּוֽ

ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ֶרץ. ֶחם ִמן־ָהָאֽ ַהּמֹוִציא ֶלֽ

ֶלְך  ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ
נּו ְבִמְצֺוָתיו  ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשֽ

נּו ַעל־ֲאִכיַלת ַמָצה׃ ְוִצָּוֽ

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, 
King of the universe, who sanctified 
us with Your commandments and 
commanded us regarding
hand-washing.

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, 
King of the universe, who brings bread 
from the earth.

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King 
of the universe, who sanctified us with 
Your commandments and commanded us 
regarding the eating of matzah.

ְחָצה ָרְְ

 מֹוִציא ַמָצה

Rachtza

Motzi Matzah 

Washing Hands Before the Meal
Wash hands with a blessing.

Eating the Matzah

Take the three matzot, holding the broken one between the two whole ones, and hold them 
while reciting the following two blessings. Have in mind that the hamotzi blessing refers to the 
top matzah and the “al achilat matzah” blessing refers to the broken one. After reciting the two 
blessings, take a “kezayit” (olive)-sized piece of the top matzah and a “kezayit”-sized piece of 
the middle matzah, dip them in salt, and eat both pieces together. If you can’t fit both in your 

mouth, eat the one from the top matzah first and the one from the broken matzah second.

ֶלְך  ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ
נּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו  ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשֽ

נּו ַעל־ֲאִכיַלת ָמרֹור׃ ְוִצָּוֽ

ֶזֶכר ְלִמְקָדש ְכִהֵלל׃ ֵכן ָעָשה 
ִהֵלל ַבְזַמן ֶשֵבית ַהִּמְקָדש ַקָים. 
ָהָיה כֹוֵרְך )ֶפַסח( ַמָצה ּוָמרֹור 

ְואֹוֵכל ְבַיַחד. ְלַקֵים ַמה ֶשֶנֱאַמר 
ַעל־ַמצֹות ּוְמרִֹרים יֹאְכֻלֽהּו.

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King 
of the universe, who sanctified us with 
Your commandments and commanded us 
regarding the eating of bitter herbs.

In memory of the temple, in accordance 
with the custom of Hillel: This is what 
Hillel used to do when the temple stood: 
He would make a sandwich of the Passover 
sacrifice, the matzah, and the bitter herbs 
and eat them together in order to fulfill 
literally that which is written in scripture: 
“They shall eat the Passover offering with 
matzah and maror.”

ָמרֹור

כֹוֵרְך

Maror

Koreych

Eating the Bitter Herbs

Eating the “Hillel Sandwich”

Take a kezayit (olive)-sized portion of bitter herb, roll it around some charoset, and 
recite the following blessing. Eat the bitter herbs without leaning to the left.

Take a kezayit (olive)-sized portion of the third (bottom) matzah and a
kezayit-sized portion of maror, and make a sandwich. Eat the sandwich

while leaning to the left after reciting the following:

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, a-sher kid'sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav
v'tzi-va-nu al neh-tee-lat ya-da-yim:

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, ha-mo-tzee le-chem min ha'aretz.

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, a-sher kid'sha-nu b'mitz-
vo-tav v'tzi-va-nu al achi-lat mah-tzah:

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, a-sher kid'sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav
v'tzi-va-nu al achi-lat ma-rohr:
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ֻשְלָחן
עֹוֵרְך

Shulchan
Oraych

ָצפּון Tzafoon

Eating the Festive Meal

Eating the Afikoman
After the completion of the meal, the guests search for the afikoman. 
The guest who finds it is usually rewarded with a gift from the host.

The afikoman is divided among the guests and eaten. 

A summary of every Jewish holiday:

They tried to kill us,
we won, let's eat!

— Alan King, Comedian

 “�e only thing chicken about Israel is their soup.”

–Bob Hope, Comedian

ָבֵרְך
Bareych

ִשיר ַהַמֲעלֹות: ְבשּוב יהוה 
ֶאת־ִשיַבת ִצּיֹון ָהִיינּו ְכֹחְלִמים ָאז 

ִיָמֵלא ְשחֹוק ִפינּו ּוְלשֹוֵננּו ִרָנה; ָאז 
יֹאְמרּו ַבּגֹוִים ִהְגִדיל יהוה ַלֲעשֹות 

ִעם־ֵאֶלה ִהְגִדיל יהוה ַלֲעשֹות ִעָמנּו 
ָהִיינּו ְשֵמִחים: שּוָבה יהוה ֶאת־

ְשִביֵתנּו ַכֲאִפיִקים ַבֶנֶגב ַהֹזְרִעים 
ְבִדְמָעה ְבִרָנה ִיְקצֹרּו: ָהלֹוְך ֵיֵלְך 
ּוָבֹכה ֹנֵשא ֶמֶשְך־ַהָזַרע; בֹא־ָיבֹא 

ְבִרָנה ֹנֵשא ֲאֻלמָֹתיו. )ְּתִהִלים קכו(

ַחֵבִרי ְנָבֵרְך!

A song of ascents: When 
Hashem returned the remnant of Zion, 
we were like dreamers. At that time, our 
mouths were filled with laughter and 
cries of joy were on our tongues. The 
nations said: “Hashem did great things 
for these!” Hashem did great things for 
us, and we were happy. Return, Hashem, 
our remnant like springs in the Negev. 
Those who plant in tears will reap in 
joy. The one who carries the trail of seed 
goes weeping, but the one who carries 
his bundle of grain returns in joy.

My friends! Let us recite the blessing.

Blessing After the Meal
After eating the afikoman, fill the third cup and 

use it to recite the blessing after meals.

If three or more have eaten together, a zimun is recited,
as follows: The leader raises the cup and says:

ְיִהי ֵשם ְיָי ְמבֹוָרְך ֵמַעָּתה 
ְוַעד עֹוָלם׃

ְיִהי ֵשם ְיָי ְמבֹוָרְך ֵמַעָּתה 
ְוַעד עֹוָלם׃

(All) May the name of Hashem be 
blessed forever and ever!

(Leader repeats) May the name of 
Hashem be blessed forever and ever!
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יַח  נּו ִלְימֹות ַהָמִשֽ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ְיַזֵכֽ
ּוְלַחֵיי ָהעֹוָלם ַהָבא ִמְגדֹל ְישּועֹות 
ֶסד ִלְמִשיחֹו ְלָדִוד  ַמְלכֹו ְוֹעֶשה ֶחֽ

ּוְלַזְרעֹו ַעד עֹוָלם׃ ֹעֶשה ָשלֹום 
ינּו  ִבְמרֹוָמיו הּוא ַיֲעֶשה ָשלֹום ָעֵלֽ

ְוַעל ָכׇל־ִיְשָרֵאל ְוִאְמרּו ָאֵמן׃

ְיראּו ֶאת־ְיהָוה ְקדָֹשיו ִכי־ֵאין ַמְחסֹור 
יו ְכִפיִרים ָרשּו ְוָרֵעבּו ְודְֹרֵשי  ִליֵרָאֽ

ְיהָוה לֹא־ַיְחְסרּו כׇל־ֽטֹוב הֹודּו ַליהָוה 
ִכי־טֹוב ִכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסֽדֹו ּפֹוֵתַח ֶאת 
ָיֶדָך ּוַמְשִביַע ְלׇכל־ַחי ָרֽצֹון ָברּוְך 

ַהֶגֶבר ֲאֶשר ִיְבַטח ַביהָוה ְוָהָיה ְיהָוה 
לֹא־ ִמְבַטחֹו׃ַנַער ָהִייִתי ַגם־ָזַקְנִתי ְוֽ

ֶחם  ָרִאיִתי ַצִדיק ֶנֱעָזב ְוַזְרעֹו ְמַבֶקש־ָלֽ
הָוה ֹעז ְלַעמֹו ִיֵתן ְיהָוה ְיָבֵרְך  ְיֽ

ֶאת ַעמֹו ַבָשֽלֹום.

May the Merciful One find us 
worthy of the coming of the 
messiah and life in the World 
to Come. He brings salvation to 
his king and acts kindly to his 
anointed one, to David and to his 
descendants forever. May the One 
who creates peace in His heavens 
create peace among us and all Israel. 
And let us say Amen.

Fear Hashem, His holy ones, for 
those who fear Him lack nothing. 
Lions roar and yet go hungry, 
but those who seek Hashem lack 
nothing good. Praise Hashem, 
for He is good, for His kindness 
endures forever. Open Your hand 
to every living thing in favor. I 
was young and now I am old, yet 
I have not seen a righteous person 
abandoned and his children in need 
of food. May Hashem give strength 
to His people. May Hashem bless His 
people forever.

נּו יֹום ֶשֻכּלֹו טֹוב׃  May the Merciful One grant us aָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ַיְנִחיֵלֽ
day that is fully good.

ֶפן׃ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם בֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָגֽ ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ל־ַהגֹוִים ֲאֶשר  ְשֹפְך ֲחָמְתָך ֶאֽ
לֹא־ְיָדעּוָך ְוַעל ַמְמָלכֹות ֲאֶשר 
ת אּו ִכי ָאַכל ֶאֽ ְבִשְמָך לֹא ָקָרֽ
מּו ְשָפְך ֶאת־ָנֵוהּו ֵהַשֽ ַיֲעֹקב ְוֽ

ם  ֲעֵליֶהם ַזְעֶמָך ַוֲחרֹון ַאְּפָך ַיִשיֵגֽ
ִתְרדֹף ְבַאף ְוַתְשִמיֵדם ִמַתַחת 

ְשֵמי ְיהָוֽה.

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of 
the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.

Pour out Your wrath upon the nations 
who do not know you and upon the 
kingdoms that have not called Your 
name, for they have devoured Jacob 
and laid waste his habitations. Pour 
out your rage upon them, and let your 
anger overtake them. Pursue them in 
anger and destroy them from under 
the heavens of Hashem.

Third Cup
Drink the third cup of wine while leaning to the left.

Elijah’s Cup
Fill the fourth cup with wine. We also fill a 
large cup with wine and open the door to 
welcome Prophet Elijah, the herald of the 

Redemption, into your home.

ֵאִלָיהּו ַהָנִביא, ֵאִלָיהּו ַהִתְשִבי, ֵאִלָיהּו ַהִגְלָעִדי, ִבְמֵהָרה ָיבֹוא ֵאֵלינּו ִעם ָמִשיַח ֶבן ָדִוד.
Elijah the Prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the Giladite, May he soon come to us, with 
Mashiach the son of David.

Eli-ya-hu Ha-na-vie, Eli-ya-hu Ha-tish-bi, Eli-ya-hu Ha-gi-la-di, Bim-hey-rah Ya-vo 
Ey-ley-nu im Ma-shi-ach Ben Da-vid.

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, 
bo-rei p'ree ha-ga-fen:
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ּוְבַמְקֲהלֹות ִרְבבֹות ַעְמָך ֵבית 
נּו  ִיְשָרֵאל ְבִרָנה ִיְתָפַאר ִשְמָך ַמְלֵכֽ

ְבָכׇל־ּדֹור ָודֹור ֶשֵכן חֹוַבת ָכׇל־
ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי  ַהְיצּוִרים ְלָפֶנֽיָך ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ַח  ינּו ְלהֹודֹות ְלַהֵלל ְלַשֵבֽ ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
ְלָפֵאר ְלרֹוֵמם ְלַהֵּדר ְלָבֵרְך ְלַעֵלה 
־ּוְלַקֵלס ַעל ָכׇל־ִּדְבֵרי ִשירֹות ְוִתְשְב

ָך׃ חֹות ָּדִוד ֶבן־ִיַשי ַעְבְּדָך ְמִשיֶחֽ

נּו ָהֵאל  ִיְשַתַבח ִשְמָך ָלַעד ַמְלֵכֽ
ִים  ֶלְך ַהָגדֹול ְוַהָקדֹוש ַבָשַמֽ ַהֶמֽ

ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי  ֶרץ ִכי ְלָך ָנֶאה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ ּוָבָאֽ
ינּו ִשיר ּוְשָבָחה ַהֵלל ְוִזְמָרה  ַאבֹוֵתֽ

ֹעז ּוֶמְמָשָלה ֶנַֽצח ְגֻדָלה ּוְגבּוָרה
ֶרת ְקֻדָשה ּוַמְלכּות  ְתִהָלה ְוִתְפֶאֽ

ְבָרכֹות ְוהֹוָדאֹות ֵמַעָתה ְוַעד־עֹוָלם׃ 
ֶלְך ָגדֹול ַבִתְש ־ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֵאל ֶמֽ

ָבחֹות ֵאל ַההֹוָדאֹות ֲאדֹון ַהִנְפָלאֹות 
ֶלְך ֵאל ַהבֹוֵחר ְבִשיֵרי ִזְמָרה ֶמֽ

ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים׃

In the congregation of the myriads 
of Your people, the family of Israel, 
Your name will be glorified, our King, 
in each and every generation. For 
this is the duty of all creations before 
You, Hashem our G-d and G-d of our 
ancestors: to thank and praise and 
glorify You beyond all the words of 
the songs and praises of David, Your 
anointed servant.

May Your name be praised forever, 
our King, Great and holy divine King 
in the heavens and the earth. For You 
is fitting, Hashem our G-d and G-d 
of our ancestors, song and exaltation, 
praise and melody, might and power, 
eminence, greatness, strength, praise, 
glory, holiness, sovereignty, blessings 
and thanks from now and for all 
eternity. Blessed are You, Hashem, 
divine King worthy of praise and 
thanksgiving, Master of wonders who 
chooses melodious songs, Royal G-d 
who endures forever.

ֶפן׃ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם בֹוֵרא ְפִרי ַהָגֽ ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

Blessed are You, Hashem, our G-d, King of 
the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.

Fourth Cup
Drink the fourth cup of wine while leaning to the left.

ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  ינּו ֶמֽ ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ַעל ַהֶגֶֽפן ְוַעל ְפִרי ַהֶגֶֽפן ְוַעל ְתנּוַבת 

ֶרץ ֶחְמָּדה טֹוָבה  ַהָשֶדה ְוַעל ֶאֽ
ינּו  ְלָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתֽ יָת ְוִהְנַחֽ ּוְרָחָבה ֶשָרִצֽ

ֶלֱאכֹול ִמִפְרָיּה ְוִלְשֽבֹוַע ִמּטּוָבּה.
ָך. ינּו ַעל ִיְשָרֵאל ַעֶמֽ ַרֵחם ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ָך. ְוַעל ִצּיֹון ִמְשַכן  ִים ִעיֶרֽ ְוַעל ְירּוָשַלֽ
ָך. ָך. ְוַעל ִמְזַבֲחָך. ְוַעל ֵהיָכֶלֽ ְכבֹוֶדֽ

ִים ִעיר ַהֹקֶדש ִבְמֵהָרה  ּוְבֵנה ְירּוָשַלֽ
נּו  נּו ְלתֹוָכּה. ְוַשְמֵחֽ ינּו. ְוַהֲעֵלֽ ְבָיֵמֽ

ָבּה. ְוֹנאַכל ִמִפְרָיּה. ְוִנְשַבע 
יָה ִבְקֻדָשה  ִמּטּוָבּה. ּוְנָבֶרְכָך ָעֶלֽ
נּו ְביֹום  ְוְבָׇטֳׇהָרה )ּוְרֵצה ְוַהֲחִליֵצֽ
נּו ְביֹום ַחג  ַהַשָבת ַהֶזה( ְוַשְמֵחֽ

ַהַמּצֹות ַהֶזה. ִכי ַאָתה ְיָי טֹוב
ֶרץ  ּוֵמִטיב ַלֹכל. ְונֹוֶדה ְלָך ַעל ָהָאֽ
ֶפן. ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ַעל  ְוַעל ְפִרי ַהָגֽ

ֶפן׃ ֶרץ ְוַעל ְפִרי ַהָגֽ ָהָאֽ

Blessed are You, Hashem our G-d, 
King of the universe, for the vine 
and for the fruit of the vine, for the 
produce of the field, and for the 
beloved, good, and broad land that 
you desired and bequeathed to our 
ancestors so that they could eat of its 
fruit and be sated with its goodness. 
Have mercy, Hashem our G-d, on 
Your people, Israel, on Your city, 
Jerusalem, on Zion, the dwelling-
place of Your Glory, on Your altar, 
and on Your temple. Rebuild the holy 
city of Jerusalem speedily in our days, 
bring us to it, and let us rejoice in it. 
Then we will eat of its fruit and be 
sated with its goodness, and we will 
bless You for it in holiness and purity. 
May it be your will to strengthen us 
on this Sabbath day. Let us rejoice 
on this festival of Matzot. For You, 
Hashem, are good and do good for 
everyone, and we thank You for the 
land and for the fruit of the vine. 
Blessed are You, Hashem, for
the land and for the fruit
of the vine.

We say the After Blessing for the fourth cup of wine.

Moses sent 12 spies, each one representing one of the 12 tribes of Israel, to scout 
the land that G-d promised to the Israelites. They came back with a cluster of 
grapes so large that two men were needed to carry the grapes between them.
— Book of Numbers Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, bo-rei p'ree ha-ga-fen:
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A 3,000-Year Connection
Israel has been the Jewish homeland for over 3,000 years.

The Jewish people are indigenous to the Land of Israel.

A Nation, a Religion, and a Culture
The Jewish people are a nation, a religion, and a culture.

Israel and Jewish identity are deeply interconnected.

Some Things To Remember 
About Israel And Judaism:

Imagine Peace
Israelis and Jews around the world seek and dream of peace 

for both their children and the children in Israel's neighboring countries.

International Acceptance
The reestablishment of a national home for the Jewish people in their 
ancestral homeland was accepted by the League of Nations in 1920. In 

1947 the United Nations passed a resolution calling for the establishment 
of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel. On May 14, 1948, Israel declared its 
independence. On May 11, 1949, Israel was admitted as the 59th member 

of the United Nations.

Modern Cities are Ancient
Many of Israel’s modern cities date back hundreds or thousands of years.
Some of these include: Jerusalem—1000 BCE, Tiberias—around 20 CE, 

and Tsfat—late 15th century.

Size and Numbers Matter
Israel’s land mass is about 1/800 the size of the Middle East.

Israel is 8,019 square miles and smaller than New Jersey. Israel can fit 
into California 20 times and into France 31 times. In 1948, the 160,000 

Palestinian Arabs who remained within Israel's borders became full 
citizens. Today, 1.8 million Arabs are Israeli citizens, as are

6.4 million Jews. There are 350 million Arabs living in 22 Arab states.

It is manifestly right that the scattered Jews should 
have a national center and a national home and be 
reunited, and where else but in Palestine, with which 
for 3,000 years they have been intimately and
profoundly associated.

—Winston Churchill, 1921

Ancient map of Jerusalem in mosaic

Tower of David—Jerusalem

Kotel—Jerusalem

Ancient city of Beit She’an

City of Tiberias
on the shores
of the Galilee

Mystical streets
of Safed

Ancient ruins of Masada—Negev Desert

Cave of the Patriarchs—Hebron

Port city of Jaffa
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ַוֲאָתא ּתֹוָרא. ְוָשָתא ְלַמָיא. ְדָכָבה 
ְלנּוָרא. ְדָשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא. ְדִהָכה ְלַכְלָבא. 

ְדָנַשְך ְלשּוְנָרא. ְדָאַכל ְלַגְדָיא. ִדְזַבן 
ַאָבא ִבְתֵרי זּוֵזי ַחד ַגְדָיא ַחד ַגְדָיא.

ַוֲאָתא ַהּׁשֹוֵחט. ְוָשַחט ְלתֹוָרא. ְדָשָתא 
ְלַמָיא. ְדָכָבה ְלנּוָרא. ְדָשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא. 
ְדִהָכה ְלַכְלָבא. ְדָנַשְך ְלשּוְנָרא. ְדָאַכל 
ְלַגְדָיא. ִדְזַבן ַאָבא ִבְתֵרי זּוֵזי ַחד ַגְדָיא 

ַחד ַגְדָיא.

ַוֲאָתא ַמְלַאְך ַהָמֶות. ְוָשַחט ְלשֹוֵחט. 
ְדָשַחט ְלתֹוָרא. ְדָשָתא ְלַמָיא. ְדָכָבה 

ְלנּוָרא. ְדָשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא. ְדִהָכה ְלַכְלָבא. 
ְדָנַשְך ְלשּוְנָרא. ְדָאַכל ְלַגְדָיא. ִדְזַבן 
ַאָבא ִבְתֵרי זּוֵזי ַחד ַגְדָיא ַחד ַגְדָיא.

ַוֲאָתא ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא. ְוָשַחט 
ְלַמְלַאְך ַהָמֶות. ְדָשַחט ְלשֹוֵחט ְדָשַחט 
ְלתֹוָרא. ְדָשָתא ְלַמָיא. ְדָכָבה ְלנּוָרא. 

ְדָשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא. ְדִהָכה ְלַכְלָבא. ְדָנַשְך 
ְלשּוְנָרא. ְדָאַכל ְלַגְדָיא. ִדְזַבן ַאָבא 

ִבְתֵרי זּוֵזי ַחד ַגְדָיא ַחד ַגְדָיא.

An ox came and drank the water 
that put out the fire that burned the 
stick that hit the dog that bit the 
cat that ate the goat that my father 
bought for two zuzim.
Had Gadya, Had Gadya!

A butcher came and slaughtered 
the ox that drank the water that put 
out the fire that burned the stick 
that hit the dog that bit the cat that 
ate the goat that my father bought 
for two zuzim.
Had Gadya, Had Gadya!

The angel of death came and 
slaughtered the butcher who 
slaughtered the ox that drank the 
water that put out the fire that 
burned the stick that hit the dog 
that bit the cat that ate the goat that 
my father bought for two zuzim. 
Had Gadya, Had Gadya!

Then the Holy One, Blessed be He, 
came and slaughtered the angel of 
death who slaughtered the butcher 
who slaughtered the ox that drank 
the water that put out the fire that 
burned the stick that hit the dog 
that bit the cat that ate the goat that 
my father bought for two zuzim. 
Had Gadya, Had Gadya! 

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [its skill].
May my tongue cling to my palate, if I do not remember you, if I 
do not bring up Jerusalem at the beginning of my joy.

—Psalms 137: 5–6

Ten measures of beauty descended to this world. Nine were
given to Jerusalem and one to the rest of the world. 

—Talmud, Kiddushin 49b

The glory of the world is Eretz Israel; the glory of Eretz Israel
is Jerusalem; the glory of Jerusalem is the Holy Temple.

—Ramban (Nachmanides) – 1268

L'sha-nah Ha-ba-ah B'Yeru-sha-layim!
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